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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

s-p/2/

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable C. J, Wilde
County auditor, Nueces Co.,
Corpus Christi, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinitm

and Deputisdh undyr the

~rovia ons oA
X98a-1, Vernon's Anno-

taked civil Statutes.

opinion of this depg - g the maximum oompensa-
tion of a Veterang/Coundy ge O{ricer and an Assistant

Lol€ 5798A\aprwaring ¥Yn the 1943 Sup-
plement o th generaN lAws of the ,8th regular
3 oqunty commissioners

arans County Serviece
¢ a sglary not excesding
he pripeipel officer nor
: er” month for the Assietant

'e Officer, Seotion § of maid Arti-

oy™End, ompenaate a Veterans Service Offioer
at Ahe amount of compensation peald by sald
nder sald asreement shall be expressly
stirulated in asid agreement,

"From the foregolng quotation, are we cor-
reet 1n assuming that regardleas of the number
of counties making the agreement, could the oome
pensation be greater than the $100.00 per month
tor the Vetsrans County Seérvice Officer aand
greater than 35.,00 per month for the Assistant
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849

hon, C. &, wilde, page 2

Veterans County Service Officer? In other words,

could either of these officers working for more

than one county, receive a greater compensation
irrespecotive of traveling allowance thap the N
amount shown &8 ocompensation under Section 1,

Article 5798A,"

House Bill No, 368, Acts of the L8th Legislature,
Negular Session, 1943, (Art. 5798A-1 V. A, C, S8,) is an act pro=-
viding for the appointment of Veterans County Service Officers
and for Assistant Veternns County Service Officers, fixing their
compensation, presoribing the qualifications of such officers,
the term of office, the duties of gald officers, eteo,

Section 5,0f the foregoing aot,aunthorizes the Com-
misgloners Court of any county to make an arrangement or agree-
men§ with one or mors other oounties whersby all such counties,
partiss to the arrangement or agresemant, may Jointly employ and
compensate a Veterans County Serviece Officer under the provisioas
of the aot, in which event the amount of coapsnsation, which would
be pald by each such county under sald agreement snd the travel
snd othsr expensss whioh would be paid by each county under said
agreement, must be expressly stipulsted in sald agreement, =

Section l,0f the foregoing act, among other things,
provides in effact thet the maximum compensation of the Veterans -
County Service Officer cannot legally exceed $100.00 per month,
and the maximum compensation of any Assistant County Servioce
‘Officer cannot legelly exceed %50,00 per month,

Generally sreaking, as stated in Texas Jurisprudences,
Val. 34, page 524, "where ths government creatss an office, it
ia olearly within its power and right to presoribe how much,if
any, compensation shall be received by the inoumbent. An officer
ie only entitled to he pald for his offieial aservices in acoord-
ance with the provisions of the law,"

Tt is further stated in Texas Jurisprudence, Vol, 3.,
page 511: .

"eeess AN Officer may not claim or recelve any
money without a law suthorizing him to do se, =nd
clearly fixing the amount to which he is entitled.”

A ::{_‘
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{Also eece tne authorities cited by Texas Jurisprudence in
gonnecticn with the foregcing quotations.)

Specifically answering your question, 1t is our
opinion that the waximum oompensation of the Veterans County
Servioe Officer cannot legally excesd 3100.00 per month and
the maximum compensation of any Assistant Veterans County
Service Cfficer cannot legally exceed $50.00 per month, %hether
the above mentioned officers are serving one gounty or more than
one gounty would be immaterial so far as the compensation of sald
officers is concerned,

Yours very truly
ATTORNYY GFNRRAL OF T-XAS

py LMl L e

Ardel) williams
Assistant
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ENEEAD OF TEXAS
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